Official Statement from Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson, Ph.D.
Village of El Portal, Florida

Today, | speak with a heavy heart regarding the demolition of the beloved historic and landmark Radar Memorial
United Methodist Church, a place that has long stood as a symbol of faith, history, and community in the Village of El
Portal.

Our residents, preservation advocates, and Village leadership engaged in dialogue with the developer. We have
participated with the sincere hope of finding a balanced and respectful path forward, one that would honor the
historical significance of this site while allowing for responsible development. Our goal was never to prevent
progress, but to ensure that progress respected the cultural and historic fabric of our community.

Instead, the decision to move forward with demolition has left many in our Village feeling hurt, frustrated, and
unheard.

As Mayor, | will speak honestly about what | am feeling in this moment:

"l am angry and sad. It was as if we were two countries that were trying to avoid war. The meetings, town halls, etc.
were akin to us conducting Diplomatic Negotiations to try and find a Peaceful Outcome... a Peaceful Solution. What
they have done is fired the first shot of this war. A blind-sided, sneak attack! We have no choice, but to respond."

Let me be clear, our response will be grounded in lawful, responsible, and community-centered action. We will
continue to explore every appropriate avenue available to the Village to protect our residents, preserve our history,
and ensure that development within El Portal reflects our shared values.

El Portal is a community that believes in collaboration, environmental stewardship, and respect for heritage. While
this event marks a painful chapter, it also strengthens our resolve to
advocate for stronger protections for historic landmarks and greater
accountability in development practices.

| encourage our residents to remain engaged, informed, and
united. Together, we will move forward — not with division, but
with purpose — ensuring that the voice of El Portal remains
strong and unwavering.

Respectfully,

Omarr C. Nickerson, Ph.D.
Mayor, Village of El Portal
President, Miami-Dade County
League of Cities




