Village of El Portal
Public Safety Committee Meeting
Date: 10/29/24
Meeting Start: 6:15 PM
Meeting End: 6:21 PM
Meeting Length: 00:06:47

[silence]

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Shout out to full moon. The Public Safety Meeting for
Tuesday, October 29th is called to order at 6:15 PM. We're going to stand for the moment of
silent and meditation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. [silence]

Councilmembers: I Pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the
Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Thank you very much. Madam Clerk, may I please have the
roll call?

Village Clerk Yenise Jacobi: Roll call. Chair Nickerson?
Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Here.

Village Clerk Yenise Jacobi: Vice-chair Urbom?
Councilperson Anders Urbom: Present.

Village Clerk Yenise Jacobi: Member Lightfoot-Ward will not be in tonight. Also present
for the record, Yenise Jacobi Village Clerk, Christia Alou Village Manager, sitting in for
Joseph Geller is attorney Albert. You have a quorum.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Thank you very much. Appreciate that, Madam Clerk. Do I
have a motion to approve?

Councilperson Anders Urbom: So moved.
Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Moved by Member Urbom. All in favor say, aye.
Councilperson Anders Urbom: Aye.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Aye. All oppose say, nay. Hearing none. Good and welfare, |
don't see or hear any. We're going to move down to general updates. You guys, the public
safety in El Portal is pretty much the best it's ever been. From ticketing, which was a long
time coming, where it took us a while because we got these brand-new speed radars. We had
to get people certified, otherwise they could go out and do the speed radars all they wanted
to.
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If they weren't certified, then what they clocked would be thrown out of court. We have so
many people certified now, which was also huge because those certification classes didn't
happen every month. They only happen once, twice a year, and we can't send everybody at
the same time because we need people here to monitor the village. Thankfully that was done.
Speeding is down to an all-time low, even when I was vice mayor, so that's being done.

I do want people to be diligent as we do enter the holiday season. We have found that a lot of
times in the past there were cars that were broken into and things like that, they were left
unlocked. Rare, if ever do we have to where they break the glass and go away. That's never
happened. It's always the car is unlocked. Going into the holiday season, I do want to say to
our residents, be more diligent. If you see something say something, call 911. Don't hesitate
because it's better to be safe than to be sorry.

One thing that's interesting, I remember there was a time when [ was doing my flyer packets,
and I went up into and they have the door hanger. I put them in the plastic, and it has a little
circle for the door. I remember I went and I hung it on the door of a house here in El Portal
resident. I turned around and started to walk away. You guys have seen me when I'm out, I
have the hat on, I'm always wearing all black. I walked away and then two women darted out
of their home, and they were like "Uh-oh, put it down. What was it?"

There were like some Amazon boxes that were next to their door, and they're like, "We saw
you. We have it on camera." I turned around, they're like, "What did you take?" Of course,
when I was walking around with my flyer packets that I have-- it's in a bag, I always have a
bag. I have to take them out the bag and hang it. They ran and they were like, "What's in the
bag?" They looked, they were like, "Are you our Mayor?" [laughs] I was like, "Yes." They
were like, "Oh my God, we're so sorry."

I'said, "No, no, no." I said, "What you did, I like." I said, "Because I'd rather for our residents
to be safe than to be sorry." If you do see something, say something because I'd rather you
guys be wrong and you guys not be threatened than to let it go. It's something that can come
back to harm you or somebody who can come back to harm you. Council or Member Urbom,
you have anything you want to just say really quick before we--

Councilperson Anders Urbom: No, just was it ounce of prevention is worth a pound of
remedy or what have you? Like I thought, I got my phone stolen once, but I found it. I
thought it had been stolen because I thought I had left it in my car and went out to the car in
the morning, the car was unlocked. I was like, "Oh." Then also in terms of just not-- I just
leave it at that, ounce of prevention is worth a pound of remedy.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Thank you very much. Appreciate that Member Urbom. I
think we can move on, but before I do, you're good? Madam Manager, we're good? Thank
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you, Chief, for all that you do, Chief. We appreciate you. All right, thank you very much.
Moving to good and welfare, is there anybody that wants say anything with good and
welfare, you guys? Hearing, seeing none--

Councilperson Anders Urbom: Hey, I would like just-
Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Yes, go ahead.

Councilperson Anders Urbom: -to add one thing before we do adjourn this meeting. I agree
that we're in the best situation we've ever been, and I just do want to commend Chief Mendez
because leadership is what we're talking about here. I really feel like we have the most
straightforward above-board operating police department in the entire county. I really feel
that way. Sincerely many, many thanks to Chief.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Thank you very much. Absolutely, thank you very much,
Chief. Anybody else for good and welfare on the dais or the audience? Hearing, seeing none,
do I have a motion to adjourn?

Councilperson Anders Urbom: So moved.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Moved by Member Urbom. I'll second that motion to adjourn.
All in favor say, aye.

Councilperson Anders Urbom: Aye.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: All oppose say, nay. Hearing none, the Public Safety
Committee Meeting for Tuesday, October 29th is adjourned at 6:21 PM.

[END OF AUDIO]
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