Village of El Portal
Regular Council Meeting
Date: 6/25/24
Meeting Start: 7:00 PM
Meeting End: 7:09 PM
Meeting Length: 0:8:48

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: The Regular Council Meeting for Tuesday, June 25th, 2024,
is called to order at 7:00 PM. First we're going to start with a moment of silent meditation
followed by a Pledge of Allegiance.

Council Members: I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to
the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty, and justice
for all.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Thank you very much. Madam Clerk, may I please have a roll
call?

Madam Clerk: Roll call. Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson?
Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Here.

Madam Clerk: Vice Vice Mayor Luis Pirela?

Vice Mayor Luis Pirela: Here.

Madam Clerk: Councilperson Anders Urbom?
Councilperson Anders Urbom: Present.

Madam Clerk: Councilperson Dr. Anna E. Lightfoot-Ward?
Councilperson Dr. Anna E. Lightfoot-Ward: Here.
Madam Clerk: Councilperson Darian Martin?
Councilperson Darian Martin: Present.

Madam Clerk: Also present for the record, Village Clerk Yenise Jacobi Jacobi, Village
Clerk, Christia Alou, Village Manager. Joseph Geller, Village Attorney. You have a quorum.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Thank you very much, Madam Clerk. May I please have the
motion to approve the agenda.

Councilperson Anders Urbom: So moved.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Moved by Councilperson Anders Urbom. May I please have a
second?

Councilperson Darian Martin: Second.
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Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Second by Councilperson Darian Martin. All in favor say aye.
Members: Aye.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Opposed say nay. Hearing none, do I have a motion to
approve consent agenda? Do I have a motion to approve consent agenda?

Councilperson Dr. Anna E. Lightfoot-Ward: So moved.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Moved by Councilperson Dr. Anna E. Lightfoot-Ward. May I
have a second?

Councilperson Darian Martin: Second.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Second by Councilperson Darian Martin. Madam Clerk, may
I please have a roll call, please?

Madam Clerk: Roll call. Councilperson Darian Martin?
Councilperson Darian Martin: Yes.

Madam Clerk: Councilperson Dr. Anna E. Lightfoot-Ward?
Councilperson Dr. Anna E. Lightfoot-Ward: Here.
Madam Clerk: Councilperson Anders Urbom?
Councilperson Anders Urbom: Yes.

Madam Clerk: Vice Vice Mayor Luis Pirela?

Vice Mayor Luis Pirela: Yes.

Madam Clerk: Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson?

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Yes.

Madam Clerk: Motion passes five to none.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Thank you very much. At this point, we're going to move
forward to--

[off-mic conversation]
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Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: If you're not talking, just please turn your microphones off.
Councilperson Anders Urbom: I think I'm talking. F2, right?

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: No, you're not talking. No, you're not talking.
Councilperson Anders Urbom: That was all?

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Madam Manager, your report, please.

Village Clerk Yenise Jacobi: Thank you, Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson and members of the
council. I'm going to keep this very brief. I just want to thank those who assisted us with the
emergency management team for the June 12th, rainstorms and flooding. It was a big event.
It's the start of a huge season. We're making every effort to be prepared and ready. We have
contracted with the sandbag company. We'll be working on that contract, but we have made
that engagement, and thank you for passing that resolution last month. We are awaiting that
contract and that will be executed so that we can be even more prepared.

Last week or week before, I'm sorry, the village Mayor, Councilperson Dr. Anna E.
Lightfoot-Ward, members of the staff, and even a Mayoral Intern, Jacob Cornelius, were
hard at work, filling sandbags and visiting various areas of the village just do a recovery and
response. Thanks to our neighbors at Miami Shores Village, we were able to address some
flooding in our El Hardin community. We are geared up and ready for a big season. Tree
trimming is being conducted presently. I think he's on his last portion of the village. We've
done the storm drain, maintenance, and repairs. We have done all things that we were able to
do at this point to get us all ready for a big season.

I ask that all of our residents also prepare themselves and be on the lookout because we will
be presenting a virtual preparedness recording that will also show residents how to build
berms and prepare their sandbags for those who experienced serious flooding. My village
manager's report is on the village website. I invite you all to-- please take a look and reach
out to me directly if you have any questions or concerns. That concludes my report.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Thank you very much, Madam Manager. You guys see my
report there. Everybody has my contact information number. You can call, text me, email
me. I get calls in all the time from residents, so that's that. Village Attorney Joseph Geller, do
we have any reports from you from an attorney?

Village Attorney Joseph Geller: Not tonight, Mayor.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: All right. Nothing in Attorney reports. We'll move on to good
and welfare. Anybody that has anything that they want to say, you guys can come up to the
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microphone. You have three minutes to do so. Say your name and address for the record, and
the floor is yours. Come to this one.

Warner Drayer: Good evening. My name is Warner Drayer, 486 Northeast, 87th Street. Just
here on topics. I'm here for safety. I just want to say, first of all, we don't have anybody from
the police officer team here, but I just want to publicly say, thank you. For about maybe two
weekends ago, there was an incident in my home right in front. I emailed the entire council,
I'm not going to go into detail. I just want to publicly acknowledge the great service we have
with the police officers here who were involved during that night.

On that note, I just want to just pass it on to that. I know there was a couple of steps we were
trying to improve here on the rotunda. I think step number one already on the light poles was
already done, but we still have the second phase which is the light ground fixtures on the
rotunda. I just want to get an update, what are the next steps? That was pretty much it.
Thanks very much for the folks that responded to the email and read the email. Again,
thanks.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Thank you very much, Mr. Drayer. We're working on the
license in the rotunda. That's probably what she's talking to them about right now. [laughs]
There you go. She's always up there. Anybody else for good and welfare for you guys? You
can talk about anything at all. Anything that's on your mind. This is the last good and
welfare. Seeing none. Anything from the council before we close up?

Warner: Oh, yes. FYI, just because we went through the consent agenda and one of the
items was actually the elections. Just for the benefit of the residents, election will be open
from here, village from August 9th to the 16th.

Village Clerk Yenise Jacobi: To the 16th.

Warner: To the 16th. Okay. You have from noon to noon. You have as pretty much seven
days to apply if you want to run for the council.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Any office here for qualifying?
Warner: For qualifying. Yes.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: The election will be the same as the presidential election in
November, but if you want to qualify for any of these seats, you can do so in August. All
right. Any last comments or questions from the council? We good?

Warner: Just a simple quick reminder, it is hurricane season. I know we mentioned the
drains and stuff, but the app I use, there's already been five areas of investigation. We've
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already had our first name storm. Just a constant reminder this season, especially with La
Nifia to be diligent. Keep yourself as stocked as much as possible, so that if the time comes
it's less effort to get all the way stocked. Good luck to everyone this season.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Thank you very much, Councilperson-- [crosstalk]
Councilperson Anders Urbom: Please, no fertilizer for this session. [chuckles]

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Absolutely. Thank you very much, Councilperson Anders
Urbom, Vice Vice Mayor Luis Pirela. Hearing, seeing none others, do I have a motion to
adjourn?

Councilperson Anders Urbom: So moved.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Moved by Councilperson Anders Urbom. Do I have a
second?

Councilperson Darian Martin: I second.
Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: Second by Councilperson Darian Martin. All in favor say aye.
Members: Aye.

Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: All opposed say nay. Hearing none. The full council meeting
for Tuesday, June 25th is adjourned at, what time is it? It is 7:00-- What is that?

Member: I got a nine.
Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson: 7:09 PM. Thank you very much, you guys.

[00:08:48] [END OF AUDIO]
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