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Important Messages for the Village of El Portal Community 

Pet Waste is Pollution! 

Did you know that leaving pet waste on the ground anywhere in Miami-Dade County is against the law?  
Pet waste can get carried into storm drains, sewers, or bodies of water by rainfall.  It is easy to carry 
plastic bags and paper with you when you walk your pet, collect the waste and place into your regular 
waste container.  Help us keep our natural community clean! 

Low Impact Development  

El Portal is a developed community, with few places for stormwater runoff to collect and infiltrate into 
the ground.  The Village of El Portal asks that you refrain from paving over large areas of ground 
surfaces, and that you try to minimize the use of driveways and walkways.  Please use minimum 
amounts of fertilizers and pesticides on lawns and gardens.  If you need to add to your home, try to add 
the minimum amount of space with which you can live comfortably, or add vertically.  If we all work 
together, we can keep El Portal a quality community for us all! 

Septic Tanks in El Portal 

Did you know the entire Village of El Portal uses septic tanks for our wastes?  Septic tanks are not an 
effective way to get rid of our wastewater.  Septic tank waste goes into the ground, where it impacts our 
groundwaters and surface bodies of water.  Our groundwater is where we get our drinking water, so any 
septic tank waste that enters our aquifer degrades our drinking water. 

The Village of El Portal has made it a priority to connect to Miami Dade County’s wastewater treatment 
system through a sewer conversion, but it is very expensive and will take time to complete.  Residents 
can do their part in the meantime by having your septic tank system inspected and maintained regularly.  
Maintaining your septic tank will ensure that if functions properly and provides the treatment that it is 
designed to perform.  You can look up septic tank pumping and cleaning companies to find a company 
near you.  

For more information on the topics described above, please contact the Village of El Portal at (305) 
795-7880 or visit our website at www.Elportalvillage.com. 
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