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March 24, 2021 

Dear Village of El Portal Residents,  

The Village of El Portal Administra>on and Council are pleased to announce that The 
Sanctuary Project Building, aka Rader Church property, has been sold.  Its new owner is “Sanctuary 
Village, L.L.C.,” through Elm Spring, Inc. Property and Asset Management.  ANer many years of 
vacancy and deteriora>on, and a few false starts from interested businesses and schools, we were 
informed just a week ago that there would be a new owner, Sanctuary Village, L.L.C., and it will 
develop The Sanctuary Building in the same fashion that the previous owners planned – A Mixed 
Use Restaurant and Retail facility with the restaurant being the focal point in the chapel structure. 

As a preview of their plans for the Sanctuary Building, Elm Spring, Inc. directed us to 
another restaurant owned by the group in New Orleans, Louisiana called Vessel. Once you view the 
Vessel Restaurant (via Google), the style and structural similari>es demonstrate why they chose 
The Sanctuary for their next restaurant venture.  

Sanctuary Village, L.L.C. has been informed that they should make themselves available, as 
soon as possible, for a Town Hall Mee>ng (Virtual), so that the Village of El Portal residents can 
meet them, hear their plans for the property, and have an open dialogue of communica>on to be 
and have good neighbors. 

You will con>nue to be updated as further informa>on is received.  For now, the building is 
being cleaned up and secured for public safety.  

Thank You, 

The Village of El Portal  

500 NE 87th Street  
El Portal, FL 33138 
1-305-795-7880 
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1-305-338-2730  (Mayor Omarr C. Nickerson’s Phone Number) 
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