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Regular Village Council Meeting 

Tuesday, December, 2014 

Agenda 

7:00 PM 

 

Statement of Decorum 

 
 Any person making a racial or slanderous remark or who becomes boisterous while 

addressing the Village Council, Staff, etc. shall be barred from the audience by the presiding 

officer.  No profanity, shouting, heckling, verbal outbursts or disruptive behavior in support of or 

opposition to a speaker or his/her remarks is permitted.  No signs or placards shall be allowed in 

the Village Hall.  Person exiting the Village Hall shall do so quietly. 

 

“Pursuant to Florida Statutes, Chapter 286.0105:  If a person decided to appeal any 

decision made by the Board, Agency or Committee with respect to any matter considered at such 

meeting or hearing, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, 

he/she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record 

includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.” 
 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER…………………………..…Mayor Claudia V. Cubillos, Presiding 

 

B. SILENT MEDITATION & PLEDGE…………Salute American Flag in Unison 

 

C. ROLL CALL……………………………….……Interim Village Clerk 

   

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

 

E. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR THE FOLLOWING MEETING: 

 E1.  Minutes for October 28, 2014 Regular Council Meeting 

 E2. Minutes for November 25, 2014 Regular Council Meeting 

  

F. ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF VISITORS AND/OR SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

F1. October Unaudited Financials – Irwin Williams, CFO 

 

G.       RESOLUTIONS / ORDINANCES: 

G1. RESOLUTION NO. 2014-036  SWALE IMPROVMENTS 

Sponsor:  Mgr. Jason Walker   144 NE 88TH STREET 

   

MAYOR CLAUDIA V. CUBILLOS 

VICE MAYOR OMARR C. NICKERSON 

COUNCILPERSON HAROLD E. MATHIS, JR. 

COUNCILPERSON AUBREY BRUNSON 

COUNCILPERSON ROXANNE ISSACS 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE 

VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE 

VILLAGE MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 

HORIZON CONTRACTORS, INC. FOR AT 144 NE 88TH 

STREET; IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $8000.00; 

PROVIDING FOR AN INCORPORATION OF RECITALS AND 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

G1a.  Public Hearing (Public Comment 2 minutes/person) 

 

G2.  RESOLUTION NO. 2014-037  PLANNING CONSULTING  

Sponsor: Mgr. Jason Walker    SERVICES 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE 

VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE 

VILLAGE MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH 

_______________________FOR PLANNING CONSULTING 

SERVICES; PROVIDING FOR AN INCORPORATION OF 

RECITALS AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

  

  G2a.  Public Hearing (Public Comment 2 minutes/person) 

 

 G3. RESOLUTION NO. 2014-038    STATE LOBBYING  

Sponsor: Mgr. Jason Walker   CONSULTING SERVICES  

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE 

VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE 

VILLAGE MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT 

WITH _______________________FOR STATE LOBBYING 

CONSULTING SERVICES; PROVIDING FOR AN 

INCORPORATION OF RECITALS AND PROVIDING FOR AN 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 

G3a.  Public Hearing (Public Comment 2 minutes/person) 

 G4. RESOLUTION NO. 2014-039    VILLAGE MANAGER  

Sponsor: Vice Mayor Nickerson   COLA BONUS   

  

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE 

VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING COST 

OF LIVING (COLA) BONUS TO THE VILLAGE MANAGER; 

PROVIDING FOR AN INCORPORATION OF RECITALS AND 

PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

G4a.  Public Hearing (Public Comment 2 minutes/person) 
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H. REPORTS OF THE VILLAGE MANAGER, MAYOR & COMMITTEE CHAIRS: 

 H1. Village Manager Reports – Manager Jason Walker 

 

H2. Village Attorney Reports – Attorney Joseph Geller  

 

 H3. Village Mayor Reports – Mayor Claudia V. Cubillos 

                 

I. UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND GENERAL ORDERS: 

I1.  Council and Committee Meeting Calendar 2014 (approval) 

 

I2.  Councilperson Isaacs – Ygreene program details and solicitation  

 

I3. Councilperson Mathis – Changing term “Councilperson” to “Commissioner” in 

charter 

 

J. NEW BUSINESS: 

J1.  FLC Continuing Education in Ethics State Ethics Requirement Begins 

January - For all elected municipal officers, a state requirement for four hours of 

specific ethics training will go into effect January 1, 2015. This requirement 

includes two hours of training on Chapter 112, Florida Statutes, (ethics); one hour 

on Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, (open meetings); and one hour on Chapter 286, 

Florida Statutes, (open records).  The FLC University is developing training and 

materials to help its members meet these requirements and will notify city 

officials of both online and in-person offerings later this year.  

Any training taken prior to January 1 will not count toward the 

requirement. - Elected officers must certify their compliance on the annual forms 

they file with the supervisor of elections on behalf of the Florida Commission on 

Ethics. The Commission on Ethics has confirmed that this includes a city's 

legislative body (mayor and council or commission), as well as other elected 

officers (such as an elected city clerk or elected police chief). 

 

K. GOOD AND WELFARE: 

(Note:  This section of the agenda is reserved in the spirit of a representative democracy 

“of, by, and for people” and is specifically provided as a mechanism for the input and 

solutions on matters of concern of Villagers.  We request that comments be limited to 3 

MINUTES PER PERSON, and that speakers and the audience maintain proper decorum 

at-large.  The speaker may speak on any item of concern.) 
 

L.       ADJOURNMENT: 

  Mayor & Councilpersons 

 

In accordance with the American With Disabilities Act of 1990, all persons with disabilities 

and who need special accommodations to participate in this meeting due to that disability 

should contact the Village Clerk’s Office at (305) 795-7880 no later than two (2) business 

days prior to such proceeding. 



Adopted: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-036    SWALE IMPROVMENTS  

       144 NE 88TH STREET 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE 

VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING 

THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH HORIZON CONTRACTORS, INC. 

FOR SWALE IMPROVEMENTS AT 144 NE 88TH STREET; 

PROVIDING FOR AN INCORPORATION OF RECITALS 

AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of El Portal seeks to improve the swale area where needed 

throughout the Village; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Village has identified a swale area on NE 88th Street that is in desperate 

need of repair; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Village Manager is recommending to contract with Horizon Contractors 

to remove existing asphalt and replace with landscaping and new asphalt at 144 NE 88th Street; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Council desires to authorize the Village Manager to enter into a 

contract, Horizon Contractors, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $8000.00. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT DULY RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COUNCIL 

OF THE VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Recitals Adopted.  The foregoing Recitals are true and correct and are 

incorporated herein by this reference. 

 

Section 2. The Village Manager is hereby authorized to enter into an Agreement with 

Horizon Contractors, Inc., for the swale improvement on NE 88th Street, in an amount not to exceed 

$8,000.00  Funds are to come from the budget line authorized for CITT transit funds. 

 

Section 3. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Village Council of the Village of El Portal, Florida, 

this 12th day of December, 2014.  

 

_______________________                   

Claudia V. Cubillos, Mayor 

Village of El Portal 
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ATTEST: ________________________________ 

     Carolina Montealegre 

     Interim Village Clerk 

 

 

Approved as to Form and Legal sufficiency: 

 

________________________________ 

Joseph S. Geller, Village Attorney 

 

Moved by: _______________________ 

 

Seconded by: _____________________ 

 

Vote: 

Councilperson Isaacs:   ____ (Yes) ____ (No) 

Councilperson Brunson:  ____ (Yes) ____ (No)  

Councilperson Mathis:  ____ (Yes) ____ (No) 

Vice Mayor Nickerson:  ____ (Yes) ____ (No)  

Mayor Cubillos:   ____ (Yes) ____ (No)  

 

Resolution No.:  2014-036 Passed/Failed by roll call vote of _____. 

 

     
 I, Carolina Montealegre, Interim Village Clerk of 

the Village of El Portal, Miami-Dade County, 

Florida, do hereby certify that this is a true and 

correct copy of Resolution No.:  2014-036 

adopted on December 16, 2014, as shown in the 

Official Records of the Village of El Portal, 

Miami-Dade County, Florida.  Given under my 

hand and seal, this ______ day of ___________, 

2014. 
 



Adopted: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-037 PLANNING CONSULTING 

SERVICES 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE 

VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING 

THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH _______________________ FOR 

PLANNING CONSULTING SERVICES; PROVIDING FOR 

AN INCORPORATION OF RECITALS AND PROVIDING 

FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of El Portal is responsible for overseeing the implementation of 

the Village’s Comprehensive Master Development Plan; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Village staff has solicited proposals from planning consulting firms; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Council desires to authorize the Village Manager to enter into a 

contract with __________________________ at its proposal total of $__________.00. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT DULY RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COUNCIL 

OF THE VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Recitals Adopted.  The foregoing Recitals are true and correct and are 

incorporated herein by this reference. 

 

Section 2. Authorization. The Village of El Portal hereby authorizes the appointment of 

_________________as PLANNING CONSULTING SERVICES for the Village of El Portal and 

authorizes the Village Manager to enter into an agreement with _______________for PLANNING 

CONSULTING SERVICES, in an amount not to exceed__________________. 

 

Section 3. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Village Council of the Village of El Portal, Florida, 

this 12th day of December, 2014.  

 

_______________________                   

Claudia V. Cubillos, Mayor 

Village of El Portal 

ATTEST: ________________________________ 

     Carolina Montealegre 

     Interim Village Clerk 

 

Approved as to Form and Legal sufficiency: 



RESOLUTION NO. 2014-037  PLANNING CONSULTING SERVICES  

 

Page 2 of 2 

 

________________________________ 

Joseph S. Geller, Village Attorney 

 

Moved by: _______________________ 

 

Seconded by: _____________________ 

 

Vote: 

Councilperson Isaacs:   ____ (Yes) ____ (No) 

Councilperson Brunson:  ____ (Yes) ____ (No)  

Councilperson Mathis:  ____ (Yes) ____ (No) 

Vice Mayor Nickerson:  ____ (Yes) ____ (No)  

Mayor Cubillos:   ____ (Yes) ____ (No)  

 

Resolution No.:  2014-037 Passed/Failed by roll call vote of _____. 

 

     
 I, Carolina Montealegre, Interim Village Clerk of 

the Village of El Portal, Miami-Dade County, 

Florida, do hereby certify that this is a true and 

correct copy of Resolution No.:  2014-037 

adopted on December 16, 2014, as shown in the 

Official Records of the Village of El Portal, 

Miami-Dade County, Florida.  Given under my 

hand and seal, this ______ day of ___________, 

2014. 
 

 





































































Adopted: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-038 STATE LOBBYING 

CONSULTING SERVICES 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE 

VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING 

THE APPOINTMENT OF ________________________, INC. 

TO PROVIDE LOBBYISTS SERVICES FOR THE VILLAGE 

OF EL PORTAL; AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE 

MANANGER TO NEGOTIATE AND ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH __________________, FOR STATE 

LOBBYING SERVICES IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 

$15,000; PROVIDING FOR AN INCORPORATION OF 

RECITALS ANDAND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of El Portal seeks to protect and represent its interests with the 

Florida State Government; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Village staff has solicited proposals from lobbying firms to represent the 

Village in the 2015 Florida State Legislative Session 

 

WHEREAS, the Village Council desires to authorize the Village Manager to enter into a 

contract, ____________________________ at its proposal total of $15,000.00. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT DULY RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COUNCIL 

OF THE VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Recitals Adopted.  The foregoing Recitals are true and correct and are 

incorporated herein by this reference. 

 

Section 2. Authorization. The Village of El Portal hereby authorizes the appointment of 

_________________as the lobbyists for the Village of El Portal and authorizes the Village 

Manager to enter into an agreement with _______________for state lobbing services, in an amount 

not to exceed__________________. 

 

Section 3. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Village Council of the Village of El Portal, Florida, 

this 12th day of December, 2014.  

 

_______________________                   

Claudia V. Cubillos, Mayor 

Village of El Portal 
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ATTEST: ________________________________ 

     Carolina Montealegre 

     Interim Village Clerk 

 

Approved as to Form and Legal sufficiency: 

 

________________________________ 

Joseph S. Geller, Village Attorney 

 

Moved by: _______________________ 

 

Seconded by: _____________________ 

 

Vote: 

Councilperson Isaacs:   ____ (Yes) ____ (No) 

Councilperson Brunson:  ____ (Yes) ____ (No)  

Councilperson Mathis:  ____ (Yes) ____ (No) 

Vice Mayor Nickerson:  ____ (Yes) ____ (No)  

Mayor Cubillos:   ____ (Yes) ____ (No)  

 

Resolution No.:  2014-038 Passed/Failed by roll call vote of _____. 

 

     
 I, Carolina Montealegre, Interim Village Clerk of 

the Village of El Portal, Miami-Dade County, 

Florida, do hereby certify that this is a true and 

correct copy of Resolution No.:  2014-038 

adopted on December 16, 2014, as shown in the 

Official Records of the Village of El Portal, 

Miami-Dade County, Florida.  Given under my 

hand and seal, this ______ day of ___________, 

2014. 
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Carolina Montealegre

From: Steve Geller <Steve.Geller@gmlaw.com>
Sent: Friday, December 12, 2014 2:34 PM
To: Jason Walker
Cc: Carolina Montealegre; Joseph Geller
Subject: Proposal for lobbying services

 
December 12, 2014 
                                                                                                 
 
Jason Walker, Village Manager 
Village of El Portal 
500 Northeast 87th Street 
El Portal, FL 33128 

Re:       Lobbying Services for Village of El Portal 

Dear Mr. Walker: 

This letter will serve as a proposed agreement between the Village of El Portal (Village) and Greenspoon Marder 
(GM), the Village Attorneys, for the provision of additional, non base‐retainer legal services. 

GM, through Joseph Geller, Esq., is currently providing Legal services to the Village as Village Attorneys through 
an existing agreement.  This is a proposal to modify that existing agreement, by adding certain lobbying services 
at the State level to the existing agreement. 
 
This proposal will add GM attorney and former Florida Senate Minority Leader Steve Geller to the Village 
Legal team to help represent the Village on any and all matters  in front of the Florida Legislature, and 
also  in front of the Executive Branch on budget matters.  The compensation for these services shall be 
$2,500 per month.  It is recommended that we  begin the agreement on  January 1, 2015, and end it  at 
the  end  of  June,  2015,  but  that  is  subject  to  negotiation with  the City.  The  total  fees  due  for  these 
lobbying  services  shall be $15,000,  if  the Village  chooses  the  recommended  term. The  compensation 
listed  in  this  paragraph  shall  be  above  and  beyond  any  compensation  due  to GM  under  the  current 
agreement between the Village and GM to serve as Village Attorneys. 
 
GM and the appropriate lawyers agree and acknowledge that lobbyist registration is necessary in order 
to lobby in front of the Florida Legislature and in front of the Executive Branch, and GM agrees to file 
all required registrations on behalf of Steven Geller, and to otherwise fully comply with all appropriate 
laws and regulations. Steven Geller agrees to provide updates as requested on the matters that he  is 
working on, and to appear in front of the Mayor and/or Council when requested to do so. 
 
Steve Geller agrees that among other lobbying services, he will schedule meetings between himself and/or 
Village  Leadership  with  appropriate  House  and  Senate  Members,  Committee  Chairs,  and/or  other 
Leadership.    Steve  Geller will  provide  the  City with  notice  of  the  dates  and  times  that meetings  are 
scheduled on the Village funding requests.  Steve Geller will also work with any Executive Branch agencies 
on funding requests to the extent that such meetings are necessary and appropriate. 
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The Village agrees to reimburse GM for reasonable and necessary out of pocket expenses, including such 
items as overnight delivery charges, messenger charges,  lobbyist registration  fees,  travel expenses, etc. 
The Village recognizes that certain expenses such as travel may be allocated among multiple clients of GM. 
However, no  individual expenditure  in excess of $100.00 may be made without the prior consent of the 
Village, nor  shall more  than  $500  in  aggregate expenses be  incurred without  the prior  consent of  the 
Village. 

We look forward to again representing the Village in Tallahassee, and expanding the agreement for legal 
services as set forth in this letter.  We look forward to discussing details with the Village. 

Sincerely, 

GREENSPOON MARDER, P.A. 

Steven A. Geller, Esq. For the Firm 
 

 
Steven A. Geller, Esq. 
Shareholder and former Florida Senator 
Greenspoon Marder, P.A. 
200 E. Broward Blvd., Suite 1800 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 
954‐491‐1120 
954‐331‐2035 (Direct Fax) 
 
The information contained in this transmission may be attorney/client privileged and 
confidential. It is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above. If 
the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that 
any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. 
If you have 
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by reply e-mail. 
 
Unless specifically indicated otherwise, any discussion of tax issues contained in this 
e-mail, including any attachments, is not, and is not intended to be, ''written advice'' 
as defined in Section 10.37 of Treasury Department Circular 230. 
 
A portion of our practice involves the collection of debt and any information you provide 
will be used for that purpose if we are attempting to collect a debt from you. 
 



Adopted: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2014-039 VILLAGE MANAGER 

 COLA BONUS 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE 

VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING 

COST OF LIVING (COLA) BONUS TO THE VILLAGE 

MANAGER; PROVIDING FOR AN INCORPORATION OF 

RECITALS AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of El Portal Council is charged with establishing policy and 

legislative oversight for the Village of El Portal; and 

 

WHEREAS,  Manager has been employed by the Village since September 18, 2006 and 

has received no bonus or raise since being employed; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village has given bonuses and raises of 31% compounded to other 

employees throughout the same period of time. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT DULY RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COUNCIL 

OF THE VILLAGE OF EL PORTAL, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Recitals Adopted.  The foregoing Recitals are true and correct and are 

incorporated herein by this reference. 

 

Section 2. That the Village of El Portal hereby authorizes a COLA bonus of 15% of the 

Village Manager’s salary with no adjustment in the annual salary level. 

 

Section 3. This bonus shall be a one-time payment and not reoccurring impact on the 

Village operating budget. 

 

Section 4. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Village Council of the Village of El Portal, Florida, 

this 12th day of December, 2014.  

 

_______________________                   

Claudia V. Cubillos, Mayor 

Village of El Portal 

ATTEST: ________________________________ 

     Carolina Montealegre 

     Interim Village Clerk 
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Approved as to Form and Legal sufficiency: 

 

________________________________ 

Joseph S. Geller, Village Attorney 

 

Moved by: _______________________ 

 

Seconded by: _____________________ 

 

Vote: 

Councilperson Isaacs:   ____ (Yes) ____ (No) 

Councilperson Brunson:  ____ (Yes) ____ (No)  

Councilperson Mathis:  ____ (Yes) ____ (No) 

Vice Mayor Nickerson:  ____ (Yes) ____ (No)  

Mayor Cubillos:   ____ (Yes) ____ (No)  

 

Resolution No.:  2014-039 Passed/Failed by roll call vote of _____. 

 

     
 I, Carolina Montealegre, Interim Village Clerk of 

the Village of El Portal, Miami-Dade County, 

Florida, do hereby certify that this is a true and 

correct copy of Resolution No.:  2014-039 

adopted on December 16, 2014, as shown in the 

Official Records of the Village of El Portal, 

Miami-Dade County, Florida.  Given under my 

hand and seal, this ______ day of ___________, 

2014. 












